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AMAP

• Established in  1991

• Working group in the Arctic Council from 1996

• Delegates from:

-The eight Arctic states

-Six permanent participants

-Observers

-Expert groups

• Located in Tromsø, Norway



AMAP Mandate: 

“to monitor the levels of, and assess the effects of, anthropogenic 

pollutants in all components of the Arctic environment.” 

“... assessment of the effects of {...} climate change on Arctic 

ecosystems.”

“... human health impacts and the effects of multiple 

stressors.“



AMAP Mandate

Provide information for: 

i)     integrated assessment reports on status and trends in the          

condition of Arctic ecosystem.

ii)    identifying possible causes for changing conditions.

iii)   detecting emerging problems, their possible causes, and  the 

potential risk to Arctic ecosystems including indigenous peoples 

and other Arctic residents.

iv) recommending actions required to reduce risks to Arctic 

ecosystem.



DELIVERABLES 2019

• Scientific assessments with peer review

• Summary for policy makers

• Advice to the Arctic Council and Senior Arctic Officials

• Advice/data to international organs - IPCC, Stockholm, 
Minamata and others



Guiding principles

• Scientific Integrity

• Value of diverse perspectives 

• Inclusion of Arctic Indigenous Peoples and Local Residents 

• Responsiveness to Emerging Challenges

• Knowledge Mobilization 

• Cooperation and coordination

AMAP Strategic Framework



.

Strategic Goal 1

Improved knowledge and understanding of Arctic change
through collaborative assessment processes, for use in evidence-
based decision-making

Strategic Goal 2

A strong, sustained and coordinated circumpolar monitoring and
observation network

Strategic Goal 3

Enhanced understanding of Arctic change and its impacts
through inclusive partnership with Indigenous Peoples

Strategic Goal 4

Effective communication on Arctic challenges and global
implications

Strategic Goal 5

AMAP Strategic Framework
Strategic goals



THE WAY AHEAD



ADDRESSING POLLUTION ISSUES

• Short-lived climate forcers (2021)

• Mercury in the Arctic (2021)

• Marin litter monitoring guidelines (2021)

• Human health in the Arctic (2021)

• Radioactivity in the Arctic (2021-2023)



• Climate trends, patterns and impacts, including sea-

level rise, weather linkages, extremes and societal 

impacts (2021)

• Joint assessment of ecosystem impacts, together

with CAFF (2023)

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 



- Biomonitoring

- Health effects

- Emerging contaminants

- Climate change and its impacts

- Risk description and communication

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES –

HUMAN HEALTH



Combining knowledge
To understand the future

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES



THANK YOU


